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The little-known company that owns and operates the West Virginia chemical facility where Thursday's
spill occurred consists of multiple merged entities controlled by partners with ties to Pennsylvania and
Florida, records show.

Closely held Freedom Industries Inc. was ordered by a state environmental agency to halt operations
Friday at the Etowah River Terminal along the Elk River in Charleston as agencies worked on cleanup.
Since a short news conference on Friday, Freedom's executives have declined to comment.

West Virginia records show that Freedom took its current form at the end of last month, when the parent
company merged with three related entities: Etowah River Terminal LLC, which ran the site on the banks
of the Elk River; Poca Blending LLC, which owns a chemical blending and storage plant in nearby Nitro;

and a Delaware partnership called Crete Technologies LLC.

Freedom, which buys chemicals from such suppliers as privately held Georgia-Pacific LLC and publicly
traded Eastman Chemical Co., distributes them to clients in the mining industry.

West Virginia Secretary of State records show that Freedom, Etowah River Terminal and Poca Blending
share many of the same officers, including Freedom executive and co-founder Dennis Farrell. Mr. Farrell
declined to comment on Sunday. Messages left at Freedom's office weren't returned.

Aside from Mr. Farrell, another key player at Freedom is its president, Gary Southern. Mr. Southern is tied
to five Florida companies in the mining and chemical industries, according to Florida records, and he owns
residences on the Florida Gulf Coast. One of those Florida companies, Ecodrill LLC of Marco Island, Fla.,
lists as managers several men also identified in West Virginia records as officers of Freedom, including Mr.
Farrell, William Tis of West Virginia, and Charles Herzing of Pennsylvania. Mr. Tis has served as corporate
secretary of Freedom, and Mr. Herzing as a vice president.

Mr. Tis couldn't be reached for comment, and a man who answered the phone at Mr. Herzing's
Pennsylvania home said he was out of town. Mr. Herzing's son, Freedom executive Joshua Herzing, also
declined to comment.

The site of the leak is a former Pennzoil-Quaker State Co. gasoline and diesel terminal that Etowah River
Terminal LLC bought in 2001, according to Etowah's website. Kayla Macke, a spokeswoman for Shell Oil
Co., which acquired Pennzoil-Quaker State, didn't respond to requests for comment.
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Freedom's history includes a lengthy bankruptcy court fight with one of its founders, Carl Lemley Kennedy
Il, who left Freedom in 2004 and served a term in prison after pleading guilty to tax evasion in 2005. Mr.
Kennedy, who was chief financial officer of the company from 1999 until he left, didn't send employee
payroli taxes to the Internal Revenue Service for several years, according to documents filed with U.S.
Bankruptcy Court in the Southern District of West Virginia. Prosecutors alleged that Mr. Kennedy used the
withheld tax money for himself.

Mr. Kennedy couldn't be reached for comment.

Freedom Industries' website says it was founded in 19886, although state records say it was incorporated in
1992 with Mr. Kennedy as its incorporator and Mr. Farrell as its president.

Mr. Kennedy filed for bankruptcy protection in 2005 in the Southern District of West Virginia, and the case
continued through 2012. In that case, a trustee overseeing Mr. Kennedy's estate identified the owners of

Freedom, as of 2000, as Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Farrell, Mr. Tis, Mr. Herzing, and a fifth man who later sold his
small stake to the other owners.

Write to Kris Hudson at kris.hudson@wsi.com and Cameron McWhirter at cameron. mewhirter@wsi.com
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